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MEDIA STATEMENT 
 
We’re doing everything we can to understand what happened regarding the deaths of patients under the care 
of Dr. William Husel. We remain committed to being transparent with our colleagues and our community about 
this situation. We will continue to respect the privacy and rights of those involved – as federal and state privacy 
laws require. We also continue to cooperate with appropriate authorities, including law enforcement. 
 
Based on our continuing investigation, we can now share the following information:  
 

• We received a formal report on October 25, 2018, that related to Dr. Husel’s care. Based on what we 
learned about that report, we should have begun a more expedited process to investigate and consider 
immediate removal of Dr. Husel from patient care at that time. Dr. Husel was removed from patient care 
on November 21, 2018. We are aware of three patients who died between October 25 and November 
21 after receiving excessive and potentially fatal doses of medication ordered by Dr. Husel. We are 
sorry for this tragedy, and we will continue to investigate how we responded to this report and whether 
there is any other information that should have led us to investigate sooner into Dr. Husel’s practices.  
 

• We have identified seven additional patients who received excessive doses of pain medication that Dr. 
Husel ordered. One of the patients received an excessive and potentially fatal dose. The other six 
patients received excessive doses that went beyond providing comfort but were likely not the cause of 
their deaths. We contacted the loved ones of these patients because it was the right thing to do. This 
brings the number of patients involved to at least 34, and we anticipate we might discover more as our 
investigation continues. We are continuing our investigation to review the records of all patients who 
were treated by Dr. Husel and died in the hospital. We also have engaged independent experts who 
are assisting us with this process. As with each of the affected families, we contacted them as soon as 
we were able to do so.  

 
• To ensure family members can make informed decisions about discontinuing life-saving measures, 

clinicians must provide complete and clinically accurate information about a patient’s condition, 
potential treatments, likelihood to recover and care options. Our investigation is determining if this 
practice was followed in each case. 

 
• We are investigating whether Dr. Husel ordered excessive doses of medication when there was still 

opportunity to explore if there were reversible causes of patients’ immediate conditions. 
 

These events are heartbreaking. We continue to investigate and learn more about these patients’ cases. As we 
learn more, we will share our findings with each affected family. We are committed to being open and honest 
about what happened and what we are doing to ensure it never happens again. Our thoughts and prayers 
continue to be with the patients and their families. 
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